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The Art Connection in the Capital Region

Appoints First Executive Director

Washington, DC—The Board of Directors of The Art Connection in the Capital Region (ACCR) is pleased to announce the appointment of Julie Ann Cavnor to serve as the organization’s first Executive Director.

Ms. Cavnor joins ACCR after a seven-year tenure as Executive Director of Maryland Art Place (MAP), a highly regarded not-for-profit center for contemporary art located in Baltimore City. She possesses a strong administrative background, having managed MAP’s daily operations, including overseeing its extensive development and fundraising efforts and working closely with the Board of Trustees to ensure the organization’s strategic direction. 

Under her leadership, MAP produced an average of eight compelling exhibitions annually, in addition to, its nationally recognized Critics’ Residency and Curators’ Incubator programs. Ms. Cavnor worked to increase opportunities for artists through the creation of special programming and through her oversight of the Maryland State Arts Council Visual Artists’ Registry—a free on-line resource maintained by MAP that features artwork and biographical materials for over 3,200 artists living in the Mid-Atlantic region. In 2006, after being awarded a National Historic Preservation grant from the National Endowment for the Arts, she led the organization’s ambitious two-year effort to record its extensive 25-year programmatic history. This was accomplished through the development of a comprehensive archive, retrospective catalogue, and film highlighting contributions made to MAP by the arts community throughout its history.

During her career, Ms. Cavnor has worked to promote emerging regional artists and curators through innovative educational and programmatic initiatives. She remains an important figure within the Baltimore arts community, having garnered immense recognition for her contributions. With over fifteen years of museum and not-for-profit art experience, she brings strong leadership skills to ACCR and a sincere commitment to the arts.

Daniel Kelliher, President of ACCR’s Board of Directors comments, “Julie comes to The Art Connection in the Capital Region with tremendous experience. I know that her expertise in successfully growing arts organizations makes her an incredible asset to carrying out our mission and building a broad community of artists and others who support the work we are doing. Our Board is already energized by her work and passion.”

On her appointment, Ms. Cavnor said, "I am honored to be joining The Art Connection in the Capital Region as their first Executive Director. I am looking forward to working with ACCR’s dedicated Board to help bring exposure to the organization’s invaluable mission, and ultimately, to realize its extraordinary potential.”

Ms. Cavnor received a Master of Arts in Arts Administration and Public History from The American University and completed graduate studies at The Johns Hopkins University. She began her position with ACCR earlier this month.

About The Art Connection in the Capital Region

The Art Connection in the Capital Region is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization originated in 2004 to expand community access to art in the greater metropolitan area of Washington, Baltimore and Northern Virginia.

Modeled after The Art Connection in Boston, which was founded by painter and sculptor Fay Chandler in 1995, ACCR places original works of art donated by artists and art collectors within not-for-profit social service organizations. 

Organizations benefiting from this unique partnership vary significantly, and include shelters, children's centers, and treatment facilities, amongst others. The criterion for placement stipulates that an organization must: have no funding for art; reside within the Capital Region; and that community members served by the organization have direct access to the work.

Through these donations and subsequent placements, community members, often living with the most vulnerable of circumstances, experience the creativity, inspiration, and healing that art enables.

To learn more about The Art Connection in the Capital Region, please visit: 

www.artconnection-cr.org.  
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